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and ascendencies, whereas Fox believed that It could find no
other foundation than Irish contentment and self-respect. It
followed that resistance to all the better Impulses in Irish
politics belonged inevitably if reluctantly to the main prin-
ciples of Pitt's policy, and that Grattan's chief obstacle, as a
reformer, was the determination of a statesman, who was
regarded In England as a sworn enemy of corruption, to
maintain intact all the outworks of a system of government
by largesses and organised bribery.
This becomes quite clear by considering how Pitt treated
from 1784 to the Union all the main Issues of Irish politics.
Grattan's programme was largely the programme which the
Rockingham Whigs had carried in England, with the addition
of Parliamentary reform and Catholic relief. That pro-
gramme conflicted with Pitt's ideas of controlling the Irish
Parliament and of maintaining the supremacy of a group
that had a direct and palpable interest in English rule. It
was the result of this obsession in Pitt's mind that Grattan,
the first Irishman of his time for whom the triumph of 1782
ought to have opened up a long and active career, was
almost invariably In opposition, and that the concessions
made to his demands were only made because they happened
to suit rather than to contradict for the moment Pitt's govern-
ing idea. Grattan wanted to make the Irish Parliament the
responsible organ of Irish opinion, and to do so it was neces-
sary to eliminate corruption, to have as Ministers men who
were ready to make Parliament morally independent of
the Castle, as it was formally Independent of England, to
make Parliament really representative by a wise reform,
and to abolish all the remaining bans and stigmas on the
Catholic majority. Pitt wanted to keep the Irish Parliament
in the leash and, quite consistently from that point of view,
he was chiefly exercised about the best way of preserving
and protecting the arts and methods of control. The men
who were opposed to the national spirit of Ireland were the
men to be supported; the machinery of clandestine cor-
ruption which Grattan wanted to destroy was the resource